
Minutes of the Prees Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 15 June 2026 at 
7.15 pm in Prees Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs Mrs S Short, Mrs J Catterall, Mrs L Baer, Mrs S Jones, Ms N Young, Mrs A Allen, J Allen, Dr J Redgate, D Pritchard and M Myles-Hook.  Also present were Mrs K Sieloff clerk to the PC and 6 members of the Public.
085/26  Public Session.  
Residents from Mercian Place attended to support their concerns about electricity provision set out in a letter previously circulated to all Parish Cllrs.
086/26  Apologies  were received from Cllrs Mrs B Finch, Mrs J Platt and T Nield.
Received from
087/26  For Members to disclose Pecuniary/Non-Pecuniary interests in items on this agenda. 
None were declared.
088/26  Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on May 18 2026 (previously circulated.)  These were agreed to be a true record.  Cllr Mrs A Allen proposed that they be signed and this was seconded by Cllr D Pritchard.  All were in favour.
089/26  Actions arising from the Minutes (which are not included on the Agenda.)
The clerk confirmed she had been in contact with the owner of Lilac House Farm on Whitchurch Road who had taken action to resolve the issues raised.
090/26  Community Policing Matters. 
PCSO Lee Durrant, new to our area, attended and provided a summary of incidents reported to the Police in the 3 months to 10 June 2026 for the area SY13 2. These were as follows:
Traffic and Highway related: 19incidents = 51%
Burglary: 6 incidents = 16%
Concern for safety: 4 incidents = 11%
Robbery/shop-lifting/theft/making off: 3 incidents = 8%
Suspicious circumstances: 3 = 8%
Anti-social behaviour: 2 = 6%
In response to a question, PCSO Durrant explained that a burglary involves breaking and entering.  091/26  Shropshire Council Report.  (Previously circulated and available in full on the Parish Council website.)
· Cllr Malcolm Myles-Hook reported that the financial situation at Shropshire Council had stabilised slightly in that expenditure in February and March was on-Budget.  He also reported that SC’s application to the Government for Exceptional Financial Support (one of 55 Councils so doing) was reduced from 71m to 61m.  
· He reported that the scoping consultation concerning SC’s new Local Plan for the period to 2045 will run until 15 July 2026.  This seeks input on vision, priorities and key issues for the County.
· He noted that SC’s emptying of litter-bins should be noticeably improving since the change of contractor and the digitization of every bin enabling each one to be recorded and the creation of efficient collection rounds.
092/26  Planning Matters
Current planning applications for consultation
26/01734/VAR: Variation of Condition No. 2 attached to permission 23/00910/FUL allowed on appeal reference APP/L3245/W/24/3356499.  Land To The South Of Nook Lane , Weston Under Redcastle, Shropshire, SY4 5LR .  Applicant: Mr P Sutton.
The Parish Council resolved to support this Application.  This was proposed by Cllr J Allen and seconded by Cllr bi N Young.  All were in favour.
26/01746/FUL: Proposed detached car port and games room.  Fernyleas, Station Rd, Prees, Whitchurch.  Applicants: Mr and Mrs Steve and Emma Whalley.
The Parish Council resolved to support this Application.  It noted that the proposed buildings were labelled differently on the plans on-line and asked the clerk to report this to the Planning Officer.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs A Allen and seconded by Cllr D Pritchard.  All were in favour.
And the Listed Building Consent application for the planning Application above: 
26/01747/LBC: Proposed detached car port and games room.  Fernyleas, Station Rd, Prees, Whitchurch.  Applicants: Mr and Mrs Steve and Emma Whalley.  
The PC had been advised that it did not need to respond to this document but noted its receipt.
26/02057/TPO: Trafford House, Sylvan Close, Twemlows Avenue, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2TB.  Proposal:  Fell 4no. Pine trees (T1-4) protected by The North Shropshire District Council (Prees Higher Heath No 6) TPO 1975 (NS/00051/75.)  Applicant: Mr Chris Owen.
The PC resolved to object to the felling of the trees unless they were deemed unsafe.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs S Jones and seconded by Cllr Ms N Young.  All were in favour.
Planning decisions received from Shropshire Council. 
26/01830/TPO:1 Fairholme , Heathwood Road, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2HG.  Proposal:  Crown reduction by 2-3m, remove overhanging limb and provide clearance from neighbouring house of 1no Ash protected by The North Shropshire District Council (Drumcote, Heathwood Road, Prees) TPO 1981 (Ref: NS/00055/81.)  Decision:  Withdrawn
26/00602/FUL: High Bank, Shrewsbury Street, Prees, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2EY
Proposal:  Formation of a new access and driveway. Decision:  Grant Permission.
26/00972/FUL: Miami Cottage, Weston Under Redcastle, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY4 5LR
Proposal:  Erection of detached home office and annex.  Decision:  Grant Permission
26/00507/VAR: The Nook Farm, Whitchurch Road, Prees, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JZ
Proposal:  Variation of condition No.3 (materials) attached to planning permission 25/00775/VAR
Decision:  Grant Permission
26/00639/FUL:  Woodcroft Caravan Park, Preeswood, Prees, Shropshire
Proposal:  Proposed five pitch extension to an existing Gypsy and Traveller site, to include the stationing of 5 self-build static caravans, laying of hardstanding, installation of foul and surface water drainage, to include change in use of land.  Decision:  Grant Permission
093/26  Parish and Parish Council Matters.
Residents’ concerns about electricity supply at Mercian Place.  
This item was brought forward on the Agenda at Cllr Ms N Young’s request for the convenience of the attending residents.
Cllr Mrs S Short read out the response from Wrekin Housing’s Charlotte Prince to the residents original concerns.  The residents present were of the opinion that their concerns are not being understood or addressed.  It was resolved that the clerk should contact Wrekin Housing again and ask for a more detailed response and also to offer the PC’s help in resolving the situation.  Cllr M Myles-Hook also offered to help if required.
Parking around Prees War Memorial
Cllr Mrs S Short reported that the barrister consulted was of the opinion that the PC should abandon any thoughts of formal group responsibility for the area and should just concentrate on the parking issue to increase the safety of the area.  NALC had advised that the PC could take Adverse Possession to eventually establish its ownership of the area, but the barrister does not advise this course of action.  Cllr Mrs Short reported that the parking situation has currently worsened, with residents being blocked in for considerable periods.  She suggested that she ask the barrister what his advice on the best way forward is.  When all the options are known they can be discussed with all the affected parties.  The PC resolved to support this action.  Proposed by Cllr J Allen and seconded by Cllr Mrs A Allen.  All were in favour.
(Cllr Mrs J Catterall joined the meeting at 8.10pm, delayed through work.)
Problem of dog excrement at Higher Heath playground/playing-field
Cllr Mrs S Short reported that although the public meeting had only been attended by one resident, the PC had received lots of requests by other routes that dogs be excluded from the Higher Heath playing-field.  She thanked Cllr Dr John Redgate for the report he had written, which brought into sharp focus the alarming hazards presented by dog excrement.  She suggested that the PC should pursue the idea of fencing the whole of the playing-field with the intention of excluding dogs.  Access for grass and hedge maintenance would need to be maintained.  After discussion it was resolved to pursue this route.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs S Jones and seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All were in favour.  The clerk to research options.
Request from local Royal British Legion for repairs at War Memorial.
The PC had received a request from the local Branch of the RBL to arrange for repairs to be made to the stonework at the War Memorial which is owned by the Parish Council.  Clerk to obtain quote.
Request from clerk for new lap-top.  
Clerk had circulated prices of three models currently offered by Technochip Computers Ltd priced between £550 and £650 plus VAT and installation costs.  She had been warned that the pricing is currently very volatile.  The PC resolved to allow the clerk to negotiate with John Chipperfield to obtain the one that best fits her needs.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by Cllr J Allen.  All were in favour.
Request for financial assistance for Prees Village Hall.
Cllr Ms N Young who is also the Chair of Prees Village Hall Committee attended to explain the situation that the Village Hall finds itself in.  It will soon need to purchase 4,000 litres of heating oil and it currently cannot afford to do it.  Cllr Ms Young explained that there is grant funding available for capital costs but not for revenue costs.  She explained that she had hoped to be have a detailed up-to-date financial report to share with the PC at the meeting but that this had unfortunately not been available in time.  Cllr Mrs S Short suggested that a meeting be held between the PC and the VH Committee so that the PC could be made aware of all aspects of the situation.  She reiterated that the PC is keen to work with the Village Hall and to support its work.
Should Prees PC meetings sometimes be held in the other Wards?  
After discussion, it was resolved that one monthly PC meeting should be held in Fauls and one in Higher Heath, each year.  Clerk to arrange.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs L Baer and seconded by Cllr Mrs A Allen.  All were in favour.
Nuisance caused by late-evening tractor activity in centre of Prees.
Clerk to reply to latest email from resident and ask for her assistance in monitoring on-going activity.
Shropshire Local Plan for period to 2045.
Shropshire Council announces its Scoping Consultation consultation launched.  Responses required by 15 July 2026.
Annual review of Standing Orders and Financial Regs.
Cllr Mrs S Short thanked Cllrs Ms N Young, Mrs L Baer and J Allen for the work done on these lengthy documents and the notes they had provided.  She suggested that she and the clerk collaborate on giving them a final read to ensure they were precisely tailored to the particular needs of Prees Parish Council.  The PC can then consider and hopefully approve the documents at the July meeting.
Working parties to be confirmed.
Cllr Mrs S Short thanked all members of the various working parties for all they do.  She was pleased to report that nobody had indicated to her a desire to step down from any of them.  Cllr Ms N Young indicated a desire to join the Budget-Setting Group but the result of a vote was a majority in favour of it remaining with its current membership.
Local concerns concerning traffic on Whitchurch Road/Shrewsbury Street. 
Cllr Mrs S Short opened discussion on the on-going traffic problems centred around Whitchurch Road/Shrewsbury Road and the crossroads.  She suggested that the imposition of a one-way system could be helpful.  It was resolved that the clerk should approach SC Highways about this and the matter of the hazardous parking on the crossroads.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs S Jones and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour.
094/26  SALC news.
Cllr Mrs J Catterall had attended the latest SALC Executive meeting.  She reported that Parish Councils had complained about the lack of local police attendance at their meetings.

095/26  Accounting matters
· Payment of Accounts for June 2026
                                                                                                                          £
K D Sieloff clerk’s salary June 2026                                                                  506.49
HMRC PAYE                                                                                                     126.60                                                                                 
KD Sieloff clerk’s expenditure (12.5.26-9.6.26)                                                  33.02                                                                                       
Mrs S Eccleston  (reimbursement for defib accessories)                                   195.86
Post Office Ltd (SC Joint Energy Scheme :first quarter.)                                  671.82    
Higher Heath Village Hall (hire)                                                                          20.00                                                     
Technochip Computers Ltd (repairs to laptop)                                                   204.00
                                                                                                              1,757.79
Late-added payments (previously approved by PC)
Fauls Parochial Church Council (Church Hall roof)                                       1,000.00
Prees Cricket & Recreation Club (for Bowls Club)                                           120.00
Prees Primary School (Curiosity Garden)                                                          300.00
                                                                              Grand total           £3,177.79
                                                                                                                                   
Clerk’s expenditure 12.5.26-9.6.26
BT line rental contribution June 2026: £ 12.50. 
Stamps:6 x second class stamps @ 87p = £5.22
Trip to noticeboards for May Agenda: 8 miles @ 45ppm = £3.60.
Return trip to internal auditor 26 miles @ 45ppm= £11.70.
Total= £33.02

The clerk explained the late addition of three payments to the Accounts for Payment.  She had discovered that three grants that the PC had resolved to award (at the December 2025 meeting) had not actually ever been paid.  These were £1,000 for Fauls Church Hall roof, £300.00 for the Lower Heath School Curiosity Garden and £120.00 for Prees Bowls Club.  The clerk apologised for her over-sight.
It was resolved that the updated Payment of Accounts list should be paid.  This was proposed by Cllr Mrs S Jones and seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All were in favour.
· The Bank Reconciliations for April and May 2026 were passed to Cllr Mrs L Baer for checking.
· £81,000 grant received. 
The clerk confirmed that the promised £81,000 had been received from SC on completion of the Community-led build at Mercian Place, Whitchurch Road.  She had enquired from Wrekin Housing if there were any particular restrictions on how this money is spent and was told that the only stipulation was that it should be spent for the benefit of the Community.
096/26 Annual Governance and Accountability Return  2025-26:  Internal auditor’s report
The Parish Council considered the Report and resolved to accept it.  This was proposed by Cllr J Allen and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour. 
097/26 Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025-26: Annual Governance Statement . 
The Annual Governance Statement was considered by the Parish Council item by item and the Parish Council’s responses were recorded.  The PC resolved that the document should be signed by the Chair ready for submission to the external auditor.  This was proposed by Cllr Mrs S Jones and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour and the document was signed.
098/26   Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2026-26: Accounting Statements. These were considered by the Parish Council which then resolved that they should be signed by the Chair.  This was proposed by Cllr J Allen and seconded by Cllr Mrs L Baer.  All were in favour and the Chair duly signed.
099/26 Confirmation of the dates for the period of Exercise of Public Rights to scrutinise the Unaudited Accounts:  Wednesday July 1 2026 – Tuesday 11 August 2026 inclusive.
100/26   Housekeeping. 
· Domestic appliances dumped in Fauls with Facebook message advertising them.  Now removed.
· Footpath at top of Turnpike Rise to A49 needs clearing of nettles. Clerk to report to SC.
101/26  Facebook.  
Dog excrement issues at playgrounds.
102/26  Correspondence.
Information received about the Environmental Maintenance Grant.  Closure for applications is end of May 2026.  Agenda item May.
103/26  Items for next Agenda
Prees Burial ground update.  Proposed footway/cycleway from Prees to Higher Heath.  Heathgates Crossroads.

The meeting was closed at 9.40 pm.






Signed…………………………………………………..   Dated………………………………………
2/2026

